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?Le t t h e l i t t l e

c h i l d r e n c o m e t o M e ?

- Jesus

M i n i s t r y to c h i l d r e n can be the most d i f f i c u l t t h i n g

b u t at the same t i m e the m o s t j o y o u s t h i n g . I f one

o n l y looks at the a t t e n t i o n needed in o r d e r t o lead a

ch i l d , i t m i g h t appear a c h a l l e n g i n g task. But i f one

looks at the w a y c h i l d r e n respond w h e n

a p p r o p r i a t e l y gu ided by the W o r d o f God i t can be an

occas ion o f g r e a t e n c o u r a g e m e n t and joy.

The p i c t u r e above s h o w s m y e lde r b r o t h e r T i m o t h y

w h o has s h o w n e x c e p t i o n a l g i f t s in g a t h e r i n g a g r o u p

o f c h i l d r e n , b e f r i e n d i n g them, and us ing t h a t as an

o p p o r t u n i t y t o share the good news o f the Lo rd Jesus
C h r i s t w i t h them.

C u r r e n t l y we are p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r a p lan on h o w to

bes t reach the c h i l d r e n w i t h the gospe l o f the Lo rd

Jesus Ch r i s t i n t e n t i o n a l l y . Please be in p r a y e r t h a t

the Lo rd w i l l be p leased to use these e f f o r t s t o b r i n g
c h i l d r e n to fa i t h in the Lo rd Jesus Chr i s t .
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A R P C / R P C U n i o n

Progress and W a y
Forward

Over the past t h r e e years the Assoc ia te R e f o r m e d

P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h o f Ma law i and the R e f o r m e d

P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h o f M a l a w i have been in

d i scuss ions as Reformed c h u r c h e s in M a l a w i t a l k i n g

a b o u t the p o s s i b i l i t y o f m e r g i n g in to one c h u r c h .

Each side had an o p p o r t u n i t y t o lea rn m o r e about the

o t h e r as fa r t h e o l o g y a n d c h u r c h p o l i t y is c o n c e r n e d .

A f t e r severa l m e e t i n g s i t was n o t e d t h a t t h e r e is a

f u l l u n i t y in Re fo rmed d o c t r i n e and C h r i s t i a n e th i cs

t h a t b i n d s us t o g e t h e r .

J U N E 2 0 2 1 I S S U E

I w a s i n v i t e d t o a s s i s t Rev. K a l u l u an

RPC m i n i s t e r w i t h t h e m i n i s t r y o f

t h e W o r d , p r a y e r a n d a d m i n i s t e r i n g

t h e s a c r a m e n t s i n K a s u n g u . 22

a d u l t s w e r e b a p t i z e d , 21 a d u l t s w e r e

r e c e i v e d b y p r o f e s s i o n o f f a i t h , 59

c o v e n a n t c h i l d r e n w e r e b a p t i z e d

a n d 73 a d u l t s h a d a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o

t a k e t h e L o r d ? s S u p p e r . T h i s w a s a

v e r y u n i q u e o c c a s i o n in t h e l i f e o f

t he c h u r c h in Kasungu.

I t w a s a l s o n o t e d t h a t t h e r e a r e n o e s s e n t i a l d i f f e r e n c e s a n d t h a t t h e d i f f e r e n c e s t h a t a r e

t h e r e are f o u n d in the way we a r r a n g e o u r c h u r c h serv ices w h i c h are n e i t h e r app roved n o r

d i s a p p r o v e d in the Bible, t h e y are d i f f e rences o f t r a d i t i o n . A s t a t e m e n t o f i n t e n t i o n to u n i t e

was s igned by bo th par t i es June 2, 2020 p e n d i n g p r o c e d u r e s f r om b o t h d e n o m i n a t i o n s to

e f f ec tua te th i s un ion . D u r i n g the genera l assembl ies a t the ARPC and RPC i t was dec ided tha t

i t w i l l be in the best i n t e r e s t o f o u r c h u r c h p l a n t i n g e f f o r t s in M a l a w i t o e f f ec tua te th is u n i o n

fu l l y . Please pray tha t the L o r d Jesus C h r i s t be h o n o r e d t h r o u g h th i s un ion .
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REFORMATION HISTORY, FIVE SOLAS, TULIP, MARKS OF A TRUE CHURCH.

PHILEMON DANI JONATHAN MARTIN JJ MATANDIKA

F E E D M Y L A M B S . T E N D M Y S H E E P .

A CONFERENCE ABOUT A

REFORMED CHURCH IN MALIMBE

As o n e w a y o f s t r e n g t h e n i n g R e f o r m e d c h u r c h e s o n t h e c e n t r a l r e g i o n in M a l a w i , a

p a s t o r - f r i e n d , P a s t o r P h i l e m o n D a n o r g a n i z e d a c o n f e r e n c e i n o r d e r t o l o o k a t s e v e r a l

i ssues c o n c e r n i n g t h e h e a l t h o f a R e f o r m e d c h u r c h . A t t h e c o n f e r e n c e | h a d a n

o p p o r t u n i t y t o g i v e a b r i e f h i s t o r y o f o u r R e f o r m e d roo t s , | a lso h a d a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o

p r e a c h o n e l e c t i o n a n d a s s u r a n c e o f s a l v a t i o n f r o m E p h e s i a n s 1:3-14.

P a s t o r D a n a n d P a s t o r M a r t i n a l s o p r e a c h e d o n t h e f ive s o l a s a n d t o t a l d e p r a v i t y

r e s p e c t i v e l y . O n t h e f i n a l d a y t h e f o c u s w a s o n t h e m a r k s o f a t r u e c h u r c h , P a s t o r M a r t i n

s p o k e a b o u t t h e f a i t h f u l p r e a c h i n g o f t h e W o r d , | p r e a c h e d o n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e

s a c r a m e n t s a n d P a s t o r D a n c l o s e d t h e c o n f e r e n c e w i t h a s e r m o n o n t h e e x e r c i s e o f

c h u r c h d i s c i p l i n e a n d a c a l l t o k n o w w h a t w e b e l i e v e a n d w h y w e b e l i e v e . P lease p r a y

t h a t t h e m e s s a g e s w h i c h w e r e p r e a c h e d w i l l b e u s e d to m o v e t h e h e a r t s o f m e n a n d

w o m e n w h o a t t e n d e d t h e c o n f e r e n c e t o t h e Lo rd J e s u s C h r i s t .



A REFORMED CHURCH

PLANTING STRATEGY

T h i s is n o w m y 7 t h y e a r f r o m t h e d a y |

s t a r t e d t h e w o r k o f p l a n t i n g R e f o r m e d

c h u r c h e s . C h u r c h p l a n t i n g is a

c h a l l e n g i n g t a s k a n d c a n b e a c a u s e f o r

m u c h h e a r t a c h e i f n o t h a n d l e d w i t h

g r e a t ca re . In a s o c i e t y t h a t is o p p o s e d

t o a n y t h i n g a b o u t G o d a n d f u l l o f

w i c k e d n e s s , o n e c a n b e s u r e t h a t t h e r e

is g o i n g t o b e c o n s t a n t c o n f l i c t

b e t w e e n t h e e x p e c t a t i o n s o f p e o p l e

a n d t h e p u r p o s e o f c h u r c h p l a n t i n g .

A d d e d t o t h a t , t h e c u r r e n t c l i m a t e in

M a l a w i is so m u c h o p p o s e d t o a n y t h i n g

t h a t p r e s e n t s i t s e l f as c o n f e s s i o n a l a n d

R e f o r m e d in n a t u r e . T h i s is a n a d d e d

l a y e r w h i c h m a k e s p l a n t i n g

c o n f e s s i o n a l R e f o r m e d c h u r c h e s m o r e

d i f f i c u l t . Th i s has m o v e d m e t o p u t

t o g e t h e r a s i m p l e s t r a t e g y .

T h e p i c t u r e a b o v e s h o w s W i l i c k s L a s t o n

a n d h is w i f e - t o - b e R u t h C h a n d i r e

g e t t i n g m a r r i e d J u n e 26, 2021. W i l i c k s

h a s b e e n m y i n t e r n s i n c e 2019. He is

c u r r e n t l y l e a d i n g t h e n e w c h u r c h p l a n t

in N t c h i s i . In N t c h i s i he w i l l b e a s s i s t e d

b y a n o t h e r p e r s o n f o r o n e y e a r o r so

w i t h a g o a l t h a t h i s a s s i s t a n t w i l l m o v e

t o p l a n t a n o t h e r c h u r c h u p o n

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n f r o m W i l i c k s .

A t M p o n e l a | w i l l a l s o h a v e a n o t h e r

i n t e r n w i t h t h e s a m e g o a l in m i n d , a n d

a n i n t e r n a t o n e o f o u r c h u r c h p l a n t s in

B w e m b a . I f all t h r e e m e n _ r e c e i v e

p o s i t i v e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , t h e y w i l l b e

c o m m i s s i o n e d t o p l a n t c o n f e s s i o n a l

R e f o r m e d c h u r c h e s a n d t h e y w i l l t a k e

a l o n g s i d e t h e m s o m e o n e t o ass is t as

w e l l as l e a r n a b o u t m i n i s t r y . M y p r a y e r

is t h a t t h i s m u l t i p l i c a t i o n p r o c e s s w i l l

c o n t i n u e a n d s e r v e as a t r a i n i n g g r o u n d

f o r o u r f u t u r e p a s t o r s .



NEED FOR CHICHEWA BIBLES

O v e r t h e p a s t s e v e r a l m o n t h s | h a v e b e e n w o r k i n g o n a p l a n t o p u t a B i b l e in t h e h a n d s o f o u r

c h u r c h m e m b e r s . I t has b e e n s t r i k i n g t o m e t h a t m o s t m e m b e r s d o n o t h a v e B i b l e s a n d a r e n o t

a b l e t o p u r c h a s e a B i b l e e v e n a t a d i s c o u n t e d p r i c e . | h a v e b e e n s o u r c i n g B i b l e s a t a r e a s o n a b l e

p r i c e o v e r t h e p a s t m o n t h s . Las t m o n t h as p e o p l e h a r v e s t e d t h e i r c r o p s , d e c i d e d t o a s k p e o p l e t o

b r i n g f a r m p r o d u c t s e q u i v a l e n t t o t h e d i s c o u n t e d p r i c e o f t h e B i b l e . N o r m a l l y a g o o d C h i c h e w a

B i b l e w o u l d c o s t b e t w e e n M K W 1 0 , 0 0 0 - 1 5 , 0 0 0 ( $ 1 3 - 2 0 ) o r e v e n m o r e a n d | w o u l d a s k p e o p l e t o p a y

M K W 3 , 0 0 0 ( $ 4 ) o r a n e q u i v a l e n t q u a n t i t y o f t h e i r f a r m p r o d u c e i n s t e a d o f s i m p l y g i v i n g o u t t h e

B i b l e s f o r f r e e .

So f a r m a n y p e o p l e a r e g e t t i n g t h e i r B i b l e s a n d m y p r a y e r is t h a t b y t h e e n d o f t h i s y e a r m o s t

m e m b e r s in o u r c h u r c h e s w i l l b e a b l e t o h a v e o n e B i b l e o f t h e i r o w n t o r e a d a t h o m e w i t h t h e i r

f a m i l i e s as w e l l as a t c h u r c h d u r i n g t h e p r e a c h i n g o f t h e W o r d . T h i s is t o i m p r e s s u p o n t h e

m e m b e r s o f o u r c h u r c h e s t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e B i b l e in t h e C h r i s t i a n l i fe . A s a c h u r c h t h a t s e e k s

t o o b e y t h e W o r d i n e v e r y t h i n g , i t is o n l y w i s e t o h a v e e a c h c h u r c h m e m b e r o w n o n e a n d

e n c o u r a g e t h e m t o s e a r c h t h e S c r i p t u r e s b y t h e m s e l v e s . I f y o u w o u l d l i k e t o ass i s t w i t h t h i s

i n i t i a t i v e in a n y w a y p l e a s e d o n o t h e s i t a t e t o g e t in t o u c h w i t h m e . Y o u r s u p p o r t w i l l b e g r e a t l y

a p p r e c i a t e d a n d g o a l o n g w a y t o p u t t h e W o r d o f G o d i n t o t h e h a n d s o f o u r c h u r c h m e m b e r s .



PRAISE AND PRAYER

ITEMS

a l w a y s g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e t h e p r a y e r s

o f m a n y p e o p l e f o r us. | w o u l d l i k e f i r s t

o f a l l t o t h a n k t h e L o r d f o r y o u r p r a y e r s

c o n s t a n t l y . T h e y f u e l m e to k e e p

m o v i n g d e s p i t e m a n y c h a l l e n g e s

e n c o u n t e r e d a l o n g t h e w a y . T h a n k you .

w o u l d a l s o l i ke t o t h a n k t h e L o r d f o r

t h e p r o g r e s s w h i c h has b e e n m a d e so

fa r r e g a r d i n g t h e u n i o n o f t h e R P C a n d

A R P C . P lease p r a y t h a t f u t u r e

d i s c u s s i o n s o n s o m e p r a c t i c a l a s p e c t s

o f t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i l l be d o n e in t h e

s p i r i t o f h u m i l i t y a n d love .

w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k t h e L o r d f o r t h e

c o n f e r e n c e w e h a d in M a l i m b e . P l e a s e

p r a y t h a t t h e m e s s a g e s r e c e i v e d h a v e

b e e n a b l e s s i n g t o t h e p e o p l e w h o

h e a r d t h e p r e a c h i n g o f G o d ' s W o r d .

| w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k t h e Lo rd f o r a

f a m i l y w h i c h has d e c i d e d t o d o n a t e

f u n d s t o b u y a m o t o r c y c l e as |

m e n t i o n e d i n m y p r e v i o u s n e w s l e t t e r .

T h i s w i l l b e a h u g e b l e s s i n g t o h is

m i n i s t r y t h e r e .

P l e a s e p r a y fo r o u r n e e d a t M p o n e l a t o

h a v e a c h u r c h b u i l d i n g a n d m i n i s t r y

c e n t e r . w i l l n e e d t o ra ise an e s t i m a t e

o f M K W 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ( $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ) f o r t h e

c o n s t r u c t i o n w o r k s . P l e a s e p r a y f o r

w i s d o m o n h o w to ra ise t h i s a m o u n t o f

m o n e y . If y o u w o u l d l i k e to m a k e a

c o n t r i b u t i o n in a n y w a y p l e a s e g e t in

t o u c h w i t h m e .

A n d p l e a s e p r a y t h a t ! w i l l b e a b l e t o

r e a c h m y m o n t h l y s u p p o r t f i n a n c i a l

g o a l f o r s m o o t h o p e r a t i o n s a n d m a k e

t h e m i n i s t r y s u s t a i n a b l e .

ABOVE ALL, PLEASE PRAY THAT | WILL

BE COMMITTED TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH

FOR MYSELF, MY FAMILY, AND ALL
THOSE AROUND ME.


